
Vestal Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of the March 16, 2017 meeting 

Present: Curt Pueschel, Steve Appel, Carl Lipo, Victor Lamoureux, Philip Grayson, 
Adam Flint 
Guests: Patty Fitzgerald, Anthony Folk 
The CAC was joined by Board Member Patty Fitzgerald and Anthony Folk, organizer of 
the mountain bike race advertised as the Southern Tier Enduro at Jones Park.  Mr. Folk 
described the manner in which the several race categories would be run as timed stages 
totaling 13-15 miles.  The course will be taped and will be run by individuals in 
succession.  He provided a variety of documents about the schedule and management of 
the race event. 
Members voiced their concerns about use of the Creek Trail, in particular, and they were 
reassured by Mr. Folk that this trail would not be used as part of the race.  Other 
questions addressed the number and location of spectators and whether they would cause 
damage by walking and standing in the woods off the trails, options for cancellation if 
there is heavy or prolonged rainfall in the days running up to the race, typical hazards 
associated with the sport, the number of nature of participants expected, etc.  A question 
was raised as to why the race was being run in a public park rather than a private facility, 
such as Greek Peak, where Mr. Folk had been contracted to build trails.  It was noted that 
the race is a not-for-profit event, and any registration monies collected in excess of 
expenses will go to the parks. 
The history of trail-building in Jones Park was discussed.  A map of bike trails can be 
found on-line dates back to 2007, with an update in 2012.  Much of this has taken place 
by the efforts of volunteers with the knowledge but not active participation of the Town. 
Mr. Folk was queried about plans for camping, parking, sanitation, and a night-long 
bonfire in the park.  An alternate site for parking on private land was suggested by Patty 
Fitzgerald.  Curt reported that he had a telephone discussion with Jim Bukowski, the 
Vestal Park Supervisor, who described some of the other activities that have occurred at 
the park and expressed his view that the proposed use was not out of the ordinary. 
It was agreed that members of CAC would meet Mr. Folk at Jones Park when the weather 
improves to walk some of the trails and view the camping and parking areas that are to be 
used. 
After the departure of the guests, members discussed the matter further and a suggestion 
was made that any profits returned to the Town, which are to used for the parks, might be 
a source of funds for spraying hemlocks in parks to protect them from the hemlock wooly 
adelgid. 
Adam shared information about several clean energy events and programs: a public 
showing at the university of a film about solar energy, an event marking the launching of 
the clean energy PACE program locally, and the Energy Corps internships program. 
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